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Present: Chairperson Borgon; Members: Bayless, Bresnahan, Hausman, Ross and Ruprich 

   

Absent:  Goodrich 

 

Also Present:  Village Clerk/Assistant Manager, Rutkowski 

  Council Liaison, Hrydziuszko 

 

Borgon called the meeting of the Parks and Recreation Board to order at 7:32 p.m. at the Beverly 

Park Pavilion located at 18801 Beverly Road, Beverly Hills, MI 48025. 

 

APPROVE AGENDA 

Motion by Hausman, second by Ruprich, to amend the agenda to include item 3a. Review 

and consider Bingham Farms Elementary School’s request to waive pavilion rental fees for 

their back-to-school event on August 15, 2022.  

 

Motion passed.  

 

Motion by Bayless, second by Bresnahan, to approve the agenda as amended.  

 

Motion passed.  

 

APPROVE MINUTES OF A PARKS & RECREATION BOARD MEETING HELD MAY 

19, 2022 

Motion by Bayless, second by Hausman, to approve the May 19, 2022 Parks & Recreation 

Board meeting minutes as submitted. 

 

Motion passed. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS  

Emilio Benavente, Riverside Drive, Troop 1024, presented an Eagle Scout project proposal. 

Benavente proposed building 10-15 birdhouses of varying sizes for Beverly Hills parks. He said 

they would attract different types of birds, such as woodpeckers, sparrows, and robins. He plans 

to make ready-to-assemble kits so volunteers can help in the assembly and installation. His target 

completion is fall 2022 and the estimated budget is $140-$210.  

 

The Board thanked Benavente for presenting his proposal. They offered suggestions about 

fundraising. They talked about next steps in the approval process.  

 

Motion by Hausman, second by Ross, the Beverly Hills Parks & Recreation Board 

recommends that the Village Council approve Emilio Benavente’s Eagle Scout project 

proposal to build and install birdhouses in Beverly Hills parks.   

 

Motion passed.  

 

Matt Ziegele, Waltham, Troop 1024, presented an Eagle Scout project proposal. He would like to 

build and install a flag retirement box at the Beverly Park pavilion. He described the U.S. flag 
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collection campaign and drop box. The flags collected would be honorably retired at Scout summer 

camp each year. The necessary supplies include plywood, paint, hinges, and a lock. The estimated 

budget is $125.00.  

 

The Board thanked Ziegele for his presentation and proposal. They offered suggestions about 

fundraising, a location for the box, and spreading the word.  

 

Motion by Hausman, second by Bayless, the Beverly Hills Parks & Recreation Board 

recommends that the Village Council approve Matt Ziegele’s Eagle Scout project proposal 

to build and install a flag retirement box at the Beverly Park pavilion.  

 

Motion passed.  

 

REVIEW AND CONSIDER REQUEST FROM BINGHAM FARMS ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOL TO WAIVE PAVILION RENTAL FEES FOR THEIR BACK-TO-SCHOOL 

EVENT ON AUGUST 15, 2022 

Administration received a request from Bingham Farms Elementary School to reserve the Beverly 

Park pavilion on August 15, 2022 from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. for their back to school event, as their 

school playground will be under construction at that time. They have requested to have the pavilion 

rental fees waived for this event. There are no scheduling conflicts on this date or time.  

 

Motion by Ross, second by Ruprich, the Parks and Recreation Board recommends the 

Village Council approves the request from Bingham Farms Elementary School to have the 

pavilion rental fees waived for their back to school event on Monday, August 15, 2022 

from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. provided that a Certificate of Liability Insurance naming the Village 

of Beverly Hills as an additional insured is submitted to the Clerk’s Office prior to the 

event. 

 

Motion passed.   

 

REVIEW AND CONSIDER REQUEST TO ADD JULY 4TH JAVA AND JAZZ CONCERT 

Ryan Bills, from the Ryan Bills Trio which performs at the monthly Java & Jazz event, was unable 

to attend the meeting, so Borgon read his written request to the Board. Bills proposed adding a 4th 

of July Jazz concert as a natural extension to the monthly events. He noted that there has been an 

incredibly positive reception to the Sunday Jazz series and thinks people would enjoying listening 

to “America’s Classical Music” on Independence Day. He requested a $600.00 budget and 

proposed performing from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

 

Several of the Board members noted that they would be out of town and unable to attend this event. 

However, this event would not include coffee and snacks. The Board members agreed this would 

be a nice event.  

 

Motion by Hausman, second by Bayless, the Beverly Hills Parks & Recreation Board 

recommends the Village Council approve the request from the Ryan Bills Trio for a Fourth 

of July Java and Jazz event at the Beverly Park pavilion from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. in an amount 

not to exceed $600.00. 
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Motion passed.  

 

RECAP MEMORIAL DAY PARADE, CARNIVAL, AND CEREMONY 

Hausman stated that there was a lot of community participation at the 2022 Memorial Day Parade 

and Carnival. She said that she is creating a shared folder with event information for future 

planning. Overall, the event went well and she recommended only using the Groves parking lot 

next year to stage the parade, instead of both Groves and the church. She relayed a concern from 

a resident regarding candy being thrown during the parade. She said next year will be the 40th 

anniversary of the parade/carnival and thinks that the founding members should be included in the 

parade. 

 

The Board discussed the ceremony and agreed it went well. They discussed having an improved 

sound system for the next event.  

 

The Board discussed the carnival. It was noted that the vendors and food trucks did well. They 

discussed having two separate lines for the face painting and balloon animals next time. The petting 

farm, bounce house, and video game truck were all busy. They agreed that the parking lot needs 

to be blocked off for the entire event next year.  

 

The Board thanked all the volunteers who helped with the parade, carnival, and ceremony.  

 

RECAP JUNE CONCERT IN THE PARK AND DISCUSS JULY CONCERT IN THE 

PARK 

The Board discussed the June Concert in the Park featuring the Bob Mervak Band. They said the 

event was well attended by people of all ages.  

 

The Board agreed that the food truck was great and noted that they should show the food truck 

vendors a marked spot on a map prior to the event so they know where to park.  

 

Ruprich stated that the food truck for the July concert is booked and will be serving wood fired 

pizza. 

 

Hrydziuszko and Rutkowski confirmed that they will be on site to set up for the July concert.  

 

UPDATE FROM PLAYGROUND SUBCOMMITTEE 

Bresnahan and Hausman gave an update from the Playground Subcommittee. They met with two 

vendors so far to discuss the playground replacement. They noted the surface will be more 

expensive than they anticipated, but they could do a hybrid of rubber, woodchips, and/or turf. They 

would like to include more ways to play and more accessibility for all. The playground quotes 

were between $300,000 and $500,000.  

 

Hausman discussed the results of the playground survey. She said that having a splash pad was 

mentioned several times. More shade, accessibility, and a place to park strollers also were 

mentioned frequently in the survey. 
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The Board discussed potentially having a water feature in the new design.  

 

They hoped to have the quotes and plans finalized by the end of summer.  

 

The Board talked about potential grant opportunities to help fund the playground.  

 

REVIEW AND CONSIDER INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY 

Borgon gave an overview of the proposed Inclement Weather Policy. The policy highlighted 

inclement weather conditions, procedures, and communication protocols.  

 

The Board members agreed that the policy should be reviewed by the Village Attorney prior to 

sending to Council for approval.  

 

Motion by Hausman, second by Bresnahan, the Beverly Hills Parks & Recreation Board 

recommends the Village Council approve the Inclement Weather Policy for parks events 

as submitted.  

 

Motion passed.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

None.  

 

ADMINISTRATION COMMENTS  

Rutkowski reported that the Beverly Park gravel path project has been completed, with the 

exception of some minor clean up. The contractor will be back on site in six weeks to check on the 

status of the new grass. Rutkowski summarized the presentation she gave with Six Rivers Land 

Conservancy and Council President George to members of the DNR Trust Fund Board regarding 

the Wendbrook property acquisition. She stated that she is currently obtaining quotes to repair the 

bricks and fireplace at the pavilion. 

 

LIAISON COMMENTS 

Hrydziuszko thanked everyone for their amazing work on all of the events so far this year. She 

said she transplanted two Paw Paws. She recommended using smaller trees in the tree planting 

events going forward. She said smaller trees will be easier to plant and it would be more cost 

effective. She suggested planning a tree TLC day to prune back branches and put down mulch. 

She gave an update on the 14 Mile Road and sidewalk construction.  

 

BOARD COMMENTS 

Ruprich reported back on quotes she received for items for volunteers. Yeti cups with a logo would 

cost $38 each. Hats would either be $12 or $20 each, depending on the style. T-shirts range from 

$5 to $10. She volunteered to pick up the treats for the next Java & Jazz event.  

 

Bayless stated that there are branches near Allerton that need to be chipped. He gave an update on 

the Parks & Recreation Plan survey timeline. He reported that there were close to 300 responses 

so far. He volunteered to pick up the coffee for the next Java & Jazz event.  
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Ross stated that he will be meeting with a representative regarding a trail along the Rouge River. 

He shared a book with the group called “Mini-Forest Renovation” which is about replanting 

forests. He talked about obtaining a wifi quote for Beverly Park. 

 

Hausman stated that the flowers she got from the Friends of the Rouge sale were picked up and 

she will plant them. She noted that the next tree planting grant applications will include smaller 

trees. She reported that all of the sculptures have been successfully installed. Unfortunately, one 

sculpture was damaged after installation, but the artist reacted well and will come out to fix it. She 

said the signs with QR codes that link to the artist pages on the Village website should arrive next 

week.  

 

Borgon thanked everyone for their hard work on Memorial Day.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:59 p.m.  


